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GRANDPARENTING AT CENTURY'S END

RESEARCH ON GRANDPARENTING:
REVIEW OF CURRENT STUDIES
AND FUTURE NEEDS

BY RACHEL A. PRUCHNO AND KATRINA W. JOHNSON

randparenting is about

generations, but not nec-

essarily about old age.

Grandparenting research,
therefore, encompasses a wide spec-
trum of approaches in which aging is
seen in a life-course perspective. The
following is a brief review of current
scientific knowledge about major top-
ics related to grandparenthood.

DEMOGRAPHICS

Today, an unprecedented number
of people in American society are
grandparents. Treas and Bengtson
(1982) suggest that two key demo-
graphic changes have altered the na-
ture of grandparenthood in our soci-
ety: increased life expectancy and new
thythms in the family life cycle.
Changes in mortality and fertility
mean that an estimated three-quarters
of adults will live to be grandparents.
Omitting those who do not have chil-
dren themselves, 94 percent of older
adules are grandparents (Hooyman
and Kiyak, 1988), and nearly so per-
cent are great grandparents (Roberto
and Stroes, 1992). Aldous (1995)
laments that presently not enough is
known about the sheer number of
grandparents in the United States or

A wide spectrum

of approaches.

their age, gender, and social composi-
tion. Some data are available, how-
ever. For example, it is known that
grandparents are not defined by
age—they can be 30 or 110 years old!
Most middle-aged people become
grandparents around age 45 (Hage-
stad, 1985). One recent estimate places
nearly half of grandparents at less than
age 60, one-third at less than age s5,
and one-fifth at age 70 or older
(Schwartz and Waldrop, 1992). Addi-
tionally, because of changed family
configurations through divorce or re-
marriage, that “new” grandchild can
be an infant or a retiree. Longer lives
also mean that the grandparent role
has been extended. It is no longer un-
common for women to be grand-

mothers for more than four decades
(Hagestad, 1988). Many people who
are grandparents are still busy rearing
their own children and participating
actively in the work world, countering
the image of all grandparents as frail
and dependent or known best for
baking cookies after school.

The U.S. Bureau of the Census
(1991) estimates that 3.2 million chil-
dren under age 18 live with their
grandparents (Minkler and Roe, 1993).
This estimate refers only to homes
maintained by grandparents and does

not include grandchildren whose par-

ents maintain the home even though a
grandparent is coresident. It is impor-
tant to note that these numbers vary as
a function of race, with 12.3 percent of
black children and 3.7 percent of white
children living with their grandparents
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1991).

A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The passage to grandparenthood
has been called a “countertransition”
because it is brought about by the
transition of another family member
(Haoestad and Neugarten, 1985). Be-
coming a grandparent is often studied
asa psychologlcal variable related to
possible changes in activities, relation-
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ships, and self-esteem. Early research
on the grandparent role indicated thac

most grandparents enjoy their grand-

children and take pride in the grand-
children’s accomplishments (Albrecht,
1954; Kahana and Kahana, 1970).
Grandparents in these studies en-
dorsed a “pleasure without responsi-
bilicy” orientation toward the role of
grandparent. During the 1960s and
1970s, various styles of grandparent-
grandchild relationships were de-
scribed (Neugarten and Weinstein,
1964; Robertson, 1977), and hypothe-
ses were developed to account for dif-
ferences in role type. '

In the 1980s, greater attention to
the grandparent role took two sepa-
rate yet related courses. One focus has
examined levels of satisfaction with
the role itself, while the other has
examined the relationship between
grandparenting and broader, life-
sacisfaction issues (Roberto, 1990).
Characreristics that have been associ-
ated with the psychological well-being
of grandparents include timing of en-
trance to the role (Burton and Bengt-
son, 1985), gender (Thomas, 1986b),
and the salience of the role for the in-
dividual (Kivnick, 198s). ,

Grandparents play various sym-
bolic roles, including those outlined by
Bengtson (1985) as “being there,” the
“national guard,” “active participants
in the family’s social construction of its
history,” and “surrogate parent.”
Grandparents may also serve as histo-
rian, mentor, role model, wizard, or
nurcurer (Kornhaber and Woodward,
1981). Numerous writers (Baranowski,
1982; Bengtson and Robertson, 1985;
Kivnick, 1982a, 1982b; Kornhaber and
Woodward, 1981) underscore the reci-
procal influence between grandparents
and multiple generations.

Troll (1983) describes grandparent-
hood as a derived status only weakly
regulated by social norms. As such,
grandparent roles are ambiguous and
vary in both form and function (see

- Bengtson'and Robertson, 1985; Ros-

ow, 1976; Wood, 1982), and it is not at
all clear what the social and legal rights
and obligations of grandparents are
(Bengtson, 1985). With few norma-

tively explicit expectations for their
role behavior, the type and level of in-
volvement of grandparents are often
matters for family negotiation.

One of the frequently disputed
questions has been whether grandpar-
enting roles have changed over the
course of historical time. Kornhaber
(1985) perceived a weakening role and
asserted that grandparents have abdi-
cated their responsibility by “turning
their backs” on grandchildren both in
terms of emotional investment and
practicél support (see also Gutman,
1985). Counterclaims have been made
asserting that relations between
grandparents and grandchildren re-
main strong, with both providing
high levels of affection, feeling a
strong sense of obligation, and pro-
viding extensive help to one another
(Cherlin and Furstenberg, 1986b;
Robertson, 1976). In a rare attempt to
compare data over time, Kennedy
(1990) found that compared to
Robertson’s (1976) findings twelve
years earlier, contemporary young
adult grandchildren were more likely
than their earlier counterparts to turn
to grandparents for advice and finan-
cial support.

GRANDPARENTING AND
ADULT GRANDCHILDREN
IN THE FAMILY UNIT

Just as not all grandparents are old,
not all grand-“children” are young,
Bengtson and Harootyan (1994)
found that 56 percent of people age
65 and older have at least one adult
grandchild. What is the nature of the

* relationship between grandparents

and their older grandchildren? Stud-
ies of such relationships over time
have reported discrepant findings
(Langer, 1990). Cross-sectional stud-
ies consistently indicate that older
grandchildren are less involved with
their grandparents than are younger
grandchildren (Hodgson, 1992; John-
son, 1983; Kivett, 1991; Sprey and Mat-
thews, 1982; Thomas, 1986a). In alon-
gitudinal study, Field and Minkler
(1988) found that frequency of contact
with grandchildren declined over a
fourteen-year period, but there was no

corresponding decline in level of satis-
faction with grandchildren. Investigat-
ing relationships between grandpar-
ents and teenaged grandchildren,

Dellman-Jenkins, Papalia, and Lopez’

(1987) reported that over 80 percent of
the teenagers viewed their grandpar-
ents as confidantes. Some researchers
(Hagestad, 1981; Troll, 1980a) have

speculated chat the grandparent- -

grandchild bond may be even more
significant in adult relations. Retro-
spective reports by adult children
about the degree to which their child-

hood was influenced by grandparents**

strongly predict the quality of their
contemporary intergenerational rela-

“tionships (Lawton, Silverstein, and

Bengtson, 1994; Matthews and Sprey,
1985). These findings support specula-
tions that the quality of early attach-
ment to a grandparent is sustained
over time (Kornhaber and Woodward,
1981). Recently, Hodgson (1995) found
that a large proportion of adult grand-
children maintain contact with their
closest grandparents on a regular basis.

Finally, a new but increasing role is
that of great-grandparent. The growth
of four- and five-generation families
has led a few researchers to explore the
meaning and roles of great-grandpar-
ents in the lives of their families. Wen-
towski (1985), exploring the percep-
tions of nineteen great-grandmothers,
found that great-grandmotherhood
was significant for symbolic and emo-

tional reasons. Doka and Mertz (1988)

identified three aspects of the great-
grandparent role, including personal
and family renewal, diversion, and a
mark of longevity. The vast majority.
of great-grandparents reported that
great-grandparenthood renewed their
zeal for life and reaffirmed the contin-
uance of their families.

CUSTODIAL GRANDPARENTS

Recent national attention has fo-
cused on what is portrayed as an in-
creasing number of grandparents
who become surrogate parents for
young grandchildren. Grandpar-
ents—especially grandmothers—
may take on this role because of di-
vorce (Ahrons and Bowman, 1982;

66
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Cherlin and Furstenberg, 1986a;
Gladstone, 1988; Johnson, 1988), drug
addiction (Burton, 1992; Minkler,
1991; Minkler, Roe, and Price, 1992),
or adolescent pregnancy (Burton,
1995; Burton and Bengtson, 1985; Fla-
herty, Facteau, and Garver, 1987;
Furstenberg, 1980; Ladner and Gour-
dine, 1984; Thomas, 1990). Related to
the circumstances that may result in
custodial grandparenting, a growing
number of studies focus on grandpar-
ents beset with a myriad of problems.
Shore and Hayslip (1990a, 1990b), for
example, found that such grandpar-
ents had reduced scores on three out
of four measures of psychological
well-being, including satisfaction
with the grandparent role, percep-
tions of grandparent-grandchild rela-
tionships, and overall well-being.
Burton (1992) found that caring for
grandchildren generated considerable
stress for grandparents, with 86 per-
cent of the 60 grandparents in the
study reporting feeling “depressed or
anxious most of the time.” In a more
recent report of these data, Burton
and deVries (1993) highlight the re-
wards as well as challenges associated
with surrogate parenting. Recently,
the legal and economic difficulries ex-
perienced by grandparents rearing
their grandchildren have come to the
attention of both social scientists and
the press (e.g., Chaloff, 1982; Creigh-
ton, 1991; Presser, 1989). In considera-
tion of how custodianship affects
grandchildren, Denham and Smith
(1989), in their review of the litera-
ture, suggest both a direct and indi-
rect positive influence. A recent study
by Solomon and Marx (1995) found
that children reared solely by their
grandparents fared quite well relative
to children in families with one bio-
logical parent present. Furthermore,
they were not significantly different,
except in academic performance,
from children raised in traditional
families.

ETHNICITY AND SOCIAL CLASS
Research on the intergenerational

living arrangements, expectations,

and circumstances of custodial grand-

parents has emphasized the need to
examine ethnicity and social class in
studies of grandparénting. Although
studies of the grandparent role have
included people from various ethnic
groups (see, e.g., Bengtson, Rosen-
thal, and Burton, 1990), the different

groups usually have been examined

from very different perspectives. Stud-
ies of white grandparents have tended
to focus on describing different ty-
pologies of grandparents and examin-
ing the meaning of the role of grand-
parents (McCready, 1985; Neugarten
and Weinstein, 1964), while studies of
black grandparents have focused on
grandparents as parent substitutes

(Burton, 1992; Burton, Dilworth-

Anderson, and deVries, 1995; Flaherty,
Facteau, and Garver, 1987; Minkler
and Roe, 1993; Pearson et al., 1990) or
on describing the traditional family
structure of African Americans (Bur-
ton, 1995; Burton and Dilworth-An-
derson, 1991; Dilworth-Anderson,
1992; Wilson, 1984). A study by
Schmidt and Padilla (1983) found that
Spanish language compatibility be-
tween grandparents and grandchil-
dren predicted the amount of contact
between them, underscoring the im-
portance of cultural affinity in struc-
turing intergenerational relations.
The salience of the grandparent role
in families of Hispanic elders has been
described by Lubben and Becerra
(1987) and Markides and Mindel
(1987). Thomas (1994), contrasting
the role of grandfathers across ethnic
groups, found that grandparenting
has a more central role for African-
American men than for male mem-
bers of other ethnic groups. Similarly,
Kivett (1991) found grandparenthood
to be more important among rural
black grandfathers than among rural
white grandfathers. Strom et al. (1995)
investigated differences in perfor-
mance and effectiveness of black and
white grandparents.

One of the first studies to investi-
gate the impact of social class on the
role of grandparents was conducted
by Clavan (1978). Cherlin and Fur-
stenberg (1986b) report small class
and ethnic differences among the

whites in their sample, but substantial
differences between black and white
grandparents. -

A LOOK TO THE FUTURE

Generational research is currently a
priority for many scientists involved in
studies of aging, the family, and soci-
ety. But important issues remain to be
addressed, particularly if support for
future investigations is to be secured.
Three of these issues are prominent.

First, much remains to be done
both in development of appropriate
theory and in generation of empirical
findings to test the theory. Current
work is tentative, incomplete, and
contradictory (Robertson, 1995).
Methodological flaws limit how
much studies can tell us about grand-
parents today (Werner, 1991), and the
basic demographic picture is scanty
(Aldous,1995). Disciplinary differ-
ences may account for some discrep-
ancies found in the grandparenting
literature, since intergenerational re-
search has been a topic for studies in
psychology, sociology, social work,
medicine, and law. Nevercheless, re-
searchers are advised to look to theo-
retical frameworks—for example,
generativity in later life, social sup-
port, family systems theory, role in-
congruence (“on- and off-time grand-
parenting”), or ethnic studies.

Second, the definition of grandpar-
enthood and its boundaries is trickier.
for research than it might seem, given

‘the biological ties. For example, what

defines a custodial grandparent in a
target population? Is it someone who
serves as a family caregiver while the
child’s parent works? Or is it someone
who cares intermittently for a grand-
child, perhaps for the weekend or
even for a year? Should only a grand-
parent with legal guardianship be re-
garded as a surrogate parent? What
about the three-generation family in
which the grandchild’s parent is cores-
ident but a teenager? And, how can
research use innovative and cost-

effective approaches to tap those fami-

lies not experiencing problems?
Third, analysis issues must be care-
fully considered. Again, here are some
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questions often raised in research re-

views. How is grandparenthood hy—l

pothesized to be related to, or causal,
for a specific outcome, whether it is
the grandparent’s physical health,
overall well-being, or self-concept?
Does the research plan contain an as-
sumption that custodianship is a bur-
den? Will the unit of analysis be an
individual grandparent, grandparent
and grandchild dyad, or an entire
family? Of importance also might be
the ability to link research findings to
the development of programs that en-
rich the lives of grandparents and
their expanding families.

To address these and other research

concerns related to studies of grand-

parenting and to encourage further
study, the National Institute on
Aging recently released a program
announcement of research opportu-
nities related to the topic, Grandpar-
enting: Issues for Aging Research. In
this ongoing announcement, five

broad areas are identified:

* Grandparents in an aging society.
For example, macrosocial studies,
demographic analyses, and economic
research.

* Grandparents in the family unit.
For example, family relationships,
caregiving, family change.

* Grandparents in the network of
aging social, community, and legal af-
filiations. For example, churches,
aging support and advocacy groups,

" neighborhood organizations, school-

affiliated groups. ,
* Grandparents as aging individuals.

For example, roles, expectations, and

identity.

* Special populations and grandpar-
ents in special circumstances. For ex-
ample, minority families, custodial
grandparents, great-grandparents, and
impoverished families.

Grandparents are an integral part
of family life, yet they occupy an
evolving family position. Only with-
in the past half century has grand-
parenthood become a role that most
older people will live long enough to

‘enjoy. The challenge to aging re-

search is to determine the impact of
grandparenting for individuals, the

family, and the larger society. &3
Rachel A. Pruchno, Ph.D., is
director, Center on Aging, Bradley Uni-
versity, Peoria, Ill., and Katrina W.
Jobnson, Ph.D., is chief, Older People
and Society Section, Behavioral and
Social Research Program, National In-

_ stitute on Aging, Bethesda, M.

Requests for information on the NIA
Program Announcement, Grandparent-

“ing: Issues for Aging Research (also

available as PA-95-086, NIH Guide to
Grants and Contracts, Vol. 24, No. 32,
Sept. I, 1995), should be addressed to Dr.
Katrina W, Johnson, Room 533, Gate-

© way Building, 7201 Wisconsin Ave.,

Bethesda MD 20892.

REFERENCES

Ahrons, C. R., and Bowman, M. E.
1982. “Changes in Family Relationships
Following Divorce, of Adult Child: Grand-
mothers’ Perceptions.” Journal of Divorce s:
49-G8. v

Albreche, R. 1954. “The Parental Re-
sponsibilities of Grandparents.” Marriage
and Family Living 16: 201~4.

Aldous, J. 1995. “New Views of Grand-
parents in Intergenerational Context.” jour-
nal of Family Issues16(1): 104—22.

Baranowski, M. D. 1982. “Grandparent-
Adolescent Relations: Beyond the Nuclear
Family.” Adolescence17: 575-84.

Baranowski, M. D. 1985. “Men as
Grandfathers.” In S. M. Hanson and E W,
Bozet, eds., Dimensions of Fatherhood. Bev-
erly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Bengtson, V. L. 1985. “Diversity and
Symbolism in Grandparental Roles.” In V.
L. Bengtson and J. F. Robertson, eds.,
Grandparenthood. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Bengtson, V. L., and Harootyan, R, eds.
1994. Hidden Connections: A Study of Inter-
generational Linkages in American Society.
New York: Springer.

Bengtson, V. L., and Robertson., J., eds.
1985. Grandparenthood. Beverly Hills, Calif.:
Sage. ]

Bengtson, V. L., Rosenthal, C., and Bur-
ton, L. 1990. “Families and Aging: Diversity
and Heterogeneity.” In R. H. Binstock and
L. George, eds., Handbook of Aging and the
Social Sciences, 3d ed. San Diego, Calif.:
Academic Press.

Burton, L. M. 1992. “Black Grandpar-
ents Rearing Children of Drug-Addicted
Parents: Stressors, Qurcomes, and Social
Service Needs.” Gerontologist 32: 744-51.

Burton, L. M. 1995, “Intergenerational
Patterns of Providing Care in African-
American Families with Teenage Childbear-

ers: Emergent Patterns in an Ethnographic
Study.” In V. L. Bengtson, K. W. Schaie,
and L. M. Burton, eds., Adult Intergenera-
tional Relations: Effects of Societal Change.
New York: Springer.

Burton, L. M., and Bengtson, V. L. 198s.
“Black Grandmothers: Issues on Timing
and Continuity of Roles.” In L. M. Burton
and V. L. Bengtson, eds., Grandparenthood.
Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Burron, L. M., and deVries, C. 1993. -
“Challenges and Rewards: African-Ameri-
can Grandparents as Surrogate Parents.” In
L. M. Burton, ed., Families and Aging. Ami-
tyville, N.Y.: Baywood.

Burron, L. M., and Dilworth-Anderson,
P. 1991, “The Intergenerational Roles of
Aged Black Americans.” Marriage and

. Family Review 16: 311-30.

Burton, L. M., Dilworth-Anderson, P,
and Merriwether-deVries, C. 1995. “Con-
text and Surrogate Parenting Among Con-
temporary Grandparents.” Marriage and
Family Review 20(3/4): 349—66. '

Chaloff, M. B. 1982. “Grandparents’
Statutory Visication Rights and Rights of

" Adoptive Parents.” Brooklyn Law Review 49:

149-7L.
Cherlin, A. J., and Furstenberg, F. F.

'1986a. “Grandparents and Family Crisis.”
Generations 10(4): 26-28.

Cherlin, A. J., and Furstenberg, E F.

" 1986b. The New American Grandparent: A

Place in the Family, A Life Apart. New York:
Basic Books.

Clavan, S. 1978. “The Impact of Social
Class and Social Trends on the Role of
Grandparents.” Family Coordinator 27:
351757-

Creighron, L. L. 1991. “The Silent Sav-
iors.” U.S. News and World Report Dec. 16:
80—89. .
Dellman-Jenkins, M., Papalia, D., and
Lopez, M. 1987. “Teenagers’ Reported In-
teraction with Grandparents: Exploring the
Extent of Alienation.” Lifestyles: A Journal
of Changing Patterns 3-4: 35-46.

Denham, T. E., and Smich, C. W. 1989.

-“The Influence of Grandparents on Grand-

children: A Review of the Literature and
Resources.” Family Relations 38: 345-50.

Dilworth-Anderson, B 1992. “Extended
Kin Nerworks in Black Families.” Genera-
tions 16(3): 29-32.

" Doka, K. J., and Mertz, M. E. 1988.
“The Meaning and Significance of Great-
Grandparenthood.”  Gerontologist 28:
192-97.

Field, D., and Minkler, M. 1988. “Conti-

. nuity and Change in Social Support Be-

tween Young-Old and Old-Old or Very-
Old Age.” Journal of Gerontology 43(4):
P100—06.

Flaherty, S., Facteau, L., and Garver, P

68

* SPRING 1996




111

GRANDPARENTING AT CENTURY'S END

1987. “Grandmother Functions in Multi-
generational Families: An Exploratory

Study of Black Adolescent Mothers and .
- Their Infants.” Maternal Child Nursing

Journal 16: 61-73.
Furstenberg, E. F 1980. “Burdens and

.Benefits: The Impact of Early Childbearing

on the Family.” Journal of Social Issues 36:
64-87. !

Gladstone, J. W. 1988. “Perceived
Changes in Grandmother-Grandchild Re-

. lations Following a Child’s Separation or

Divorce.” Gerontologist 28: 66=72.
Gurmann, D. L. 1985. “Deculturation
and the American Grandparent.” In V. L.
Bengtson and J. E Robertson, eds., Grand-
parenthood, Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.
Hagestad, G. O. 1981. “Problems and
Promises in the Social Psychology of Inter-
generational Relations.”
eds. , Aging: Stability and C/mnge in the
Family. New York: Academic Press.
Hagestad, G. O. 1985. “Continuity and
Connectedness.” In V. L. Bengtson and J. E
Robertson, eds., Grandparenthood. Beverly
Hills, Calif.: Sage.
Hagestad, G. O. 1986. “The Family:

-Women and Grandparents as Kin-Keep-

ers.” In A. Pifer and L. Broute, eds., Our
Aging Society. New York: Norton.

Hagestad, G. O. 1988. “Demographic
Ch'moe and the Life Course: Some Emerg-
ing Trends in the Family Realm.” Famzly
Relzztinm 37: 405-10.

Hagestad, G. O., and Neugarten, B.
1985. “Age and Life Course.” In E. Shanas
and R. Binstock, eds., Handbook of Aging

. and the Social Sciences. New York: Van Nos-

trand Reinhold.

Hodgson, L. G. 1992. “Adult Grand-
children and Their Grandparents: The En-.
during Bond.” International Journal of
Aging and Human Development 34: 209-25.

Hodgson, L. G. 1995. “Adult Grandchil-
dren and Their Grandparencs: The Endur-
ing Bond.” In J. Hendrick, ed., The Ties of
Later Life. Amityville, N.Y.: Baywood.

Hooyman, N., and Kiyak, H. A. 1988.
Social Gerontology: A Multidisciplinary Per-
spective. Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Johnson, C. L. 1983. “A Cultural Analy-
sis of the Grandmother.” Research on Aging
5t 547-68.

Johnson, C. L. 1988. “Active and Latent
Funcrions of Grandparenting During the
Divorce Process.” Gerontologist 28: 185-91.

Kahana, B., and Kahana, E. 1970.
“Grandparenthood from the Perspective of
the Developing Grandchild.” Developmen-
tal Psychology 3: 98-105.

Kennedy, G. E. 1989. “College Students’
Relationship with Grandparents.” Psycho-
logical Reports 64: 477-78.

In R. Vogel et al,,

Kivett, V. R. 1991. “The Grandparent-
Grandchild Connection.”. Marriage and
Family Review 16: 267-90.

Kivnick, H. Q. 1982a. The Meaning of
Grandparenthood. Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan Research Press.

Kivnick, H. Q. 1982b. “Grandparent-
hood: An Overview of Meaning and Men-
tal Health.” Gerontologist 22: 59—G66.

Kivnick, H. Q. 1984. “Grandparents and
Family Relations.” In W. Quinn and G:
Hughston, eds., Independent Aging: Family
and Social Systems Perspectives. Rockville,
Md.: Aspen Systems Corp.

Kivnick, H. Q. 198s. Grandparenthood
and Mental Health: Meaning, Behavior,
and Satisfaction.” In V. L. BenOtson and J.
E Robertson, eds., Gmndpzzrent/mod. Bev-
etly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Kornhaber, A. 198s. Grandparen[hood
and the ‘New Social Contract.” In V. L.

Bengtson and ]. E Robertson, eds., Grand- -

parenthood. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Kornhaber, A., and Woodward, R. 1981.
Grandparents/Grandchildren: The Vital
Connection. New York: Doubleday.

Ladner, J., and Gourdine, R. 1984. “In-
tergenerational Teenage Motherhood:
Some Preliminary Findings.” A Scholarly
Journal of Black Women 1(2): 22-4.

Langer, N. 1990. “Grandparents and
Their Adult Children: What They Do for
One Another.” International Journal of
Aging and Human Development 31: 101-10,

Lawton, L., Silverstein, M., and Bengt-
son, V. L. 1994. “Affection, Social Contact,
and Geographic Distance Between Adult
Children and Their Parents.” Journal of
Marriage and the Family 56: 57-68.

Lubben, J. E., and Becerra, R. M. 1987.
“Social Support Among Black, Mexican,
and Chinese Elderly.” In D. E. Gelfand and
C. H. Barresi, eds., Ethnic Dimensions of
Aging. New York: Springer.

Markides, K. S., and Mindel, C. H.
1987. Aging and Etbnzczty Beverly Hills,
Calif.: Sage.

Matthews, S. H., and Sprey, J. 1984.
“The Impact of Divorce on Grandparent-
hood: An Exploratory Study.” Geronzologist
24(1): 417,

Marthews, S. H., and Sprey, J. 1985.
“Adolescents’ Relationships with Grandpar-
ents: An Empirical Contribution to Con-
ceptual Clarification.” Journal of Gerontol-
ogy 40(s): 621-26.

McCready, W. C. 1985. “Styles of Grand-
parenting Among White Ethnics.” In V. L.
Bengtson and J. F. Robertson, eds., Grand-
pzzrent//aoa' Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Minkler, M. 1991. “Health and Social
Consequences of Grandparent Caregiving.”
Paper presented at Gerontological Society
of America, San Francisco.

Minkler, M., and Roe, K. M. 1993.
Grandmothers as Caregivers: Raising Chil-
dren of the Crack Cocaine Epidemic. Bevetly
Hills, Calif:: Sage.

Minkler, M., Roe, K,, and Price, M.
1992. “The Physxcal and Emotlona.l Health
of Grandmothers Raising Grandchildren in
the Crack Cocaine Epidemic.” Gerontologist
32: 752-60.

Neugarten, B. L., and, Wemstcm, K.
1964. The Changing American Grandpar-
ents.” Journal of Marriage and the Family
26: 199—204.

Pearson, J. L., et al. 1990. “Black Grand-
mothers in Multigenerational Households:
Diversity in Family Structure and Parenting
Involvement in the Woodlawn Commu-
nity.” Child Development 61: 434—42.

Presser, H. B. 1989. “Some Economic
Complexities of Child Care Provided by
Grandmothers.” Journal of Marriage and
the Family st: §81-91,

Roberto, K. A. 1990. “Grandparent and

" Grandchild Relationships.” In T. H.

Brubaker, ed., Family Relationships in Later
Lifs, 2d ed. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Sage.

Roberto, K. A., and Stroes, J. 1992.
“Grandchildren and Grandparents: Roles,
Influences, and Relationships.” Interna-
tional Journal of Aging and Human Develop-
ment 34: 227-39. '

Robertson, J. E 1976. “Significance of
Grandparents: Perceptions of Young
Grandchildren.” Gerontologist 16: 137—40.

Robertson, J. E. 1977. “Grandmother-
hood: A Study of Role Conceptions.” Jour-
nal of Marriage and the Family39(1): 165-74.

Robertson, J. E 1995. “Grandparenting
in an Era of Rapid Change.” In R. Blieszner
and V. Bedford Hilkevitch, eds., Handbook
of Aging and the Family. Westport, Conn.:
Greenwood Press. _

Rosow, L. 1976. “Status and Role Change
Through the Life Span.” In R. H. Bmstock
and E. Shanas, eds., Handbook of Aging and
the Social Sciences. New York: Van Nostrand
Reinhold.

Rossi, A. S., and Rossi, B. H. 1990. Of
Human Bonding: Parent-Child Relations
Across the Life Course. New York: Aldine de
Gruyrer.

Schmidt, A., and Padilla, A, M. 1983.
“Grandparent—Grandchxld Interaction in a
Mexican American Group.” Hispanic Jour-
nal of Behavioral Sciences 5(2): 181-98.

Schwartz, J., and Waldrop, J. 1992. “The
Growing Importance of Grandparents.”
American Demographics 14: 10-11L

Shore, R. ]., and Hayslip, J. B. 1990a.

“Comparisons of Custodial and Noncusto-
dial Grandparents.” Paper presented at
Gerontological Society of America, Boston.

Shore, R. J., and Hayslip, J. B. 1990b.

“Predictors of Well-Being in Custodial and

SPRING 1996

69




